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Important Notices

Notices & Disclaimers:

GUIDELINES SOLELY FORCOHERE’S USE IN PERFORMINGMEDICAL NECESSITY REVIEWSAND
ARE NOT INTENDED TO INFORMORALTER CLINICAL DECISIONMAKINGOF END USERS.

Cohere Health, Inc. (“Cohere”) has published these clinical guidelines to determine medical
necessity of services (the “Guidelines”) for informational purposes only, and solely for use
by Cohere’s authorized “End Users”. These Guidelines (and any attachments or linked third
party content) are not intended to be a substitute for medical advice, diagnosis, or
treatment directed by an appropriately licensed healthcare professional. These Guidelines
are not in any way intended to support clinical decision making of any kind; their sole
purpose and intended use is to summarize certain criteria Cohere may use when reviewing
the medical necessity of any service requests submitted to Cohere by End Users. Always
seek the advice of a qualified healthcare professional regarding any medical questions,
treatment decisions, or other clinical guidance. The Guidelines, including any attachments
or linked content, are subject to change at any time without notice.

©2023 Cohere Health, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Other Notices:

HCPCS® and CPT® copyright 2022 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.

Fee schedules, relative value units, conversion factors and/or related components are not
assigned by the AMA, are not part of CPT, and the AMA is not recommending their use. The
AMA does not directly or indirectly practice medicine or dispense medical services. The AMA
assumes no liability for data contained or not contained herein.

HCPCS and CPT are registered trademarks of the American Medical Association.

Guideline Information:

Specialty Area: Diagnostic Imaging
Guideline Name:Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) - Cardiac (Single Service)

Literature review current through: 12/1/2023
Document last updated: 12/1/2023
Type: [X] Adult (18+ yo) | [_] Pediatric (0-17yo)

Page 2 of 9 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), Cardiac - Single Service (VERSION 1.0)
© 2022 Cohere Health, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Table of Contents

Important Notices 2
Table of Contents 3

Care Path Services &Medical Necessity Criteria 4
Service: Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), Cardiac 4

General Guidelines 4
Medical Necessity Criteria 4

Indications 4
Non-Indications 5

Procedure Codes (HCPCS/CPT) 5
Medical Evidence 7
References 8
Clinical Guideline Revision History/Information 9

Page 3 of 9 Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), Cardiac - Single Service (VERSION 1.0)
© 2022 Cohere Health, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Medical Necessity Criteria

Service: Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), Cardiac

General Guidelines
● ImagingModality:Cardiac MRI is an excellent tool for anatomic and

functional evaluation. While not a primary replacement for
echocardiography, the benefits of MRI over CT include improved soft
tissue characterization, lack of radiation, and ability to image patients
with iodinated contrast allergy.1

● Criteria for Subsequent Requests: Surveillance of a known high-risk
condition, monitoring disease (e.g., valvular dysfunction, hypokinesia,
etc.), progression or response to therapy/procedure, monitoring
potential indolent neoplasm, or evaluation of new or recurrent condition
in concordance with diagnosis-specific guidelines.

● RecommendedClinical Approach: Cardiac MRI offers exquisite
anatomic detail and can also provide valuable functional information
through various sequences. While not a first-line imaging modality, it
proves highly useful when structural abnormalities (congenital or
acquired) or functional deficiencies require further investigation of the
heart and pericardial structures.1

● Exclusions: MR chest and MRA chest are covered under separate
guideline documents.

Medical Necessity Criteria

Indications
➔ CardiacMRI is considered appropriate if ANY of the following is TRUE:

◆ The patient has ANY of the following clinical presentation findings:
● Chest pain of suspected cardiac origin2; OR
● Dyspneaof suspected cardiac origin3; OR
● Suspected pulmonary hypertension; OR
● Presyncope or syncope of suspected cardiac origin; OR
● Suspected infective endocarditis or its complications not

diagnosable by other imaging modalities; OR
● Known or suspected congenital heart disease; OR

◆ The patient has ANY of the typical clinical assessment findings:
● Known or suspected congenital heart disease; OR
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● Intermediate to high probability of coronary artery disease;
OR

● Suspected hypertrophic cardiomyopathy; OR
● Suspected infiltrative cardiomyopathy (e.g., amyloidosis,

hemochromatosis); OR
● Suspected or confirmed new-onset heart failure4; OR
● Cardiac valve dysfunction, stenosis, or regurgitation; OR
● Pericardial disease; OR
● Cardiac or para cardiac mass; OR
● Myocardial viability assessment.

Non-Indications
➔ CardiacMRImay not be considered appropriate if ANY of the following

is TRUE:
◆ Personal/family history of allergic reaction to gadolinium contrast

media (e.g., anaphylaxis); OR
◆ Chronic kidney disease or acute kidney injury (glomerular

filtration rate less than 30 mL/min/1.73m2 (or 0.5 mL/sec/1.73m2);
OR

◆ Neurosurgical clips; OR
◆ Conditional, legacy, or unsafe implants, pacemakers, or

replacement cardiac valves; OR
◆ Metallic foreign body in orbits/other critical area or within the field

of view and obscuring area of concern; OR
◆ Claustrophobia (potentially treatable with pre-medications).

Site of Service Criteria
Inpatient or Outpatient.

Procedure Codes (HCPCS/CPT)

HCPCSCode Code Description/Definition

75557 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) without
contrast material, for evaluation of morphology and
function

75559 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) with stress
imaging, without contrast material, for evaluation of
morphology and function

75561 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) without
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contrast material, followed by contrast material and
further sequences, for evaluation of morphology and
function

75563 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) with stress
imaging, without contrast material, followed by contrast
material and further sequences, for evaluation of
morphology and function

C9762 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging for morphology
and function, quantification of segmental dysfunction;
with strain imaging

C9763 Cardiac magnetic resonance imaging for morphology
and function, quantification of segmental dysfunction;
with stress imaging

S8042 MRI Low Field
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Medical Evidence

The following have been published by national and specialty organizations on
the topic of cardiovascular imaging:

● 2019 Appropriate Use Criteria for Multimodality Imaging in the
Assessment of Cardiac Structure and Function in Nonvalvular Heart
Disease was published in partnership with the American College of
Cardiology (ACC) Appropriate Use Criteria Task Force, American
Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS), American Heart Association
(AHA), American Society of Echocardiography (ASE), American Society
of Nuclear Cardiology (ASNC), Heart Rhythm Society (HRS), Society for
Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions (SCAI), Society of
Cardiovascular Computed Tomography (SCCT), Society for
Cardiovascular Magnetic Resonance (SCMR), and the Society of
Thoracic Surgeons (STS)3

● The American College of Radiology (ACR), the North American Society
for Cardiovascular Imaging (NASCI), and the Society for Pediatric
Radiology (SPR) published the following practice parameters:

○ Performance and Interpretation of Cardiac Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI)4

○ Performance of Quantification of Cardiovascular Computed
Tomography (CT) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)5

● SCMR Position Paper on Clinical Indications for Cardiovascular
Magnetic Resonance was published by the Society for Cardiovascular
Magnetic Resonance (SCMR)6
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Clinical Guideline Revision
History/Information
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